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KNOI.I ALL I"IEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

That I, CleF- c)., i2 t,i A r r'\. , have thls day partlclpated

j.n an ora1"-uragneEic-Eaped interview with hr c-dt' /'*E-/lc:* ':'-FP'/'A 'ii

covering my best recollections of events and experieuces whleh nay be of

historical slgnlficance to the CivtL AJ'r Patrol'

L understand that the tape(s) and the traDscribed' uanuscript iesultl'oB

therefrou wllL be accessloned lnto the Civll Air PaErolrs llistortal Holdings'

In the best interest of the Civil- Air Patrol, I do hereby voluutarLly give'

transfer, convey, and asstgn alL right, title, and interest in the merooirs

and remembrances _contained 
in the aforersentioned magnetic tapes and manuscript

to the civil Air ?arroI, to have and to hoLd the saoe forever' hereby relin-
-t -

qulshingformysel.f,mYexecutors,adminlstrators,heirs,and,asslgnsall

ownershlp, right , tltLe, bnd interest Eherein to the donee expressly on the

conditionofstrictobservanceofthefoll.owlngreslrictions:

N otts

D^rud 14//q/8 <--

Accepted on behalf the CiviL Patrol bY'
i

Airof L., E, Hdl-Y+
Dated /O,/Jo/42, . , ' 

-



CIVIL AIR PATROL ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWB

Civr i Air Pat,rol Oral History irrtervlews were initlaLed in ear"ly

Ig82 L,y Lt. CoL Lester E. Hopper, (iAP, oI 'l,l"rfr ("'1vl t Air

Par-ro,t s Natrc,rr6i Hrstoricai Corrxnitt,ee. The overall purporre Qf

tSese interviews is to I'ecorcl f or posterit,y the act ivif ies of

selected rrembers of the Civil Air Patrc,l,

The prirrciple goal of these histories is to itrcrease the hase nf

lqtrr:wie,li;te re jaf inct to the ear')y accornpi rshrrrents c]I Cltvi I Air

Patr'ol ntembers who lrl tlierr own urllque way rj(:)lltt"i]:t-tt:ect tt) t-li':i

11*f eur': {:rf i:rur !l}"eat cloUttt,ry, Ceftainly not- of a secondary

rratr-u'e is the preservat irrrr of the c(irrtribr-rt,iorrs rsf, irrclivicinair aE

t-:ivi I Air" Parrol corrt,itrties it,s qrowth.
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'I[e f ol lowing is a t,rarrscriptron of arr orai htsLory Jtri-et'vtew

r.eccrrclecl alt lrlalIrrBt ic: tape, Elirrc:* orrly tttitror FmEmitat iOtfn 1'raVri Jf*en

rnacle, the reader should collsistently bear in mind that he is

reacli1g a t,r'anscript of :rpoken rather than the wri1-t'in w(rl"(:i,

Acictit:rotral iy, ll(:) at,teurlrt to conf irnl the accllracy of t.he -]rrl{.),rl1r('1-

tlCrtt C:(jntaf neCl herelrr fras l:reetr lilacle. Ag ct reSLll L. t lre 1"I''1flilt-rI I[rI

r.ef le,::t-s t-i1e ir:i-erviewee's pe]"sonal t'ecoi lectlt)Ilii r-rI a rjrLtrat.lt-rtt

as )re renremlrerecl i t. at, tire t ime of [he i ut,ervi ew,

EdiLor-ial trr:tes arrd. addit jons rrrade by Civi t Air Patrol hist.oriarrs

are enciosed irr brackets. If feasil:le, first rrarne, r,irrk ()I'tr1-1*r

af e A i fit-r pr.(-)ViCleCi. Atry actctr t rqnS, Cie I et tr)rrs and c;ltartcles S;tbse*

qrterrt ly nrade to t,he transcrr;.rt by the irrLervlewee aI'e IrQt" trt'l1-

catecl, Hesear-chers nray wish to Iisterr to tlre actual rnterview

tape prior to citing the transcript.



IlI-II\ffVIARY OF L]C]},IT'ENT$

Irr this oral hi.story rnterview Mr. Car'I O. Swaim

f.tClr-rUn1:f liitf ear'Iy experiettc:es as a radio techrrician,

ancl his joirring the Civr I Ain Patrol in tlrat. r-:,:tpfiCity at

t-livi I Air Patroi Coastal Pat,r'o1 Etase 16 at Marr'l;eo, North

Carolirra.

H'l c:ovel"s many of tfie difficr-rI1-ies encoltntered with the

Llse of early raclio equiprnent. Inciudeil are lllal'ly t,Op1C,?,

,:uCh aB in-t l iqilrt errleI'qlerrcieB, ar'ming of ait',:rerf L, l:otiil-r

cir.oppir:g ancl t.ire urrusLlal irrciclent of arr aircr'afl: Ianciiri,"r

lry a tlivi i Air Patrb I aircr'af t .

His overal I evaluatiol'I r:f tlre .vaIue of the Coasllal

Fatl'r:i Ba,:e 16 t-lpnrcttiorrs provideE insight rrtto the

patriotic f eel ing of t,he t,iule
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CIVIL AIR PATROL

Nunrber
'1'apeci i ntervi ew wr t,lt :

Date of Interviewr
LrjC:&tir-rnl
Conducted l:y,

ORAI HISTORY INT'ERVIEW

WNHC 28.83-1.6
Mr. Carl 0. Swaim
10 0ctober 1983
Manteo, Nortl't Car"o i i na
Lt, CoI. Le*ler' E. Holrlrer", (:lAP

Ht (-lari, *uppo*'j we stal't of f wil;h a hr-lef de,scr'1p1-1{rli '-'i a

little brt abouL Cari's backgrourrd, early farntly life, wfiEr'E

ycrll']-e frrxt, whel'e you were borrr,

Sr Weli, I was born in Winston*Sa1em, arrd Iived there ltrrti
wa,i ltirre yrlat"E rlld, I Euess, erght or nine years oicl.

Hr When was that, Car]?

B r I wa,* i-rrtl'l-l Apr.i ] l-7, 1913, atid we trroved to Aslrevi I le later
because of rry mother's hea'It,h. She ciieci in A,shevi I te. Arrcl t,hen

mrlvBd l-rack t,0 Wi n,:t.orr-Sa ] ent, ] ater . I went to schoo I i tr Asire-

viI1e. I first started in radio in Winston-$alerr, when I was

alrtLrt eigirteen, I gues$, seventeen or eighteen, I gat lo f ooI ing

around wrth radios, you know, a nrarr WhCI rarr a r'aciicr gfrrl[r, }ik,: w*

r-li':l ]:acljo; in t[6se daye, there wasn'f too rtuch ot anythirrql

else-- just interested in it, Then I br'tsted a Ittng wlterr J w':s

':'tqthttren years oid anrl was in the hospital three years. and I was

lwenty*one ]:ef or"e I got oLlt, again, back tc, worJ<, They t.o1d nie I'cl
ltever work again as Iong as I Iived, l:ut I did. But af ter thaL I
wept t,o work f or a r.aciio company in winst,on-5alem. I worked f or

C. R. Wi I l iams, in t)re parts department and general repairtrtg'
tpyi69 to Iearrr sornd 'repairirrg--stuclying raclio, I wor'l<ed f or

ir:rn fot'eighteen
tl.l(riltftS,

I-l . When was tilat , Car I ?
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i3 r Tirat uttr':f have ]:eett arourrcl Lirit"ty--w* i l ' I ':irrlrr' L r:it:r t't-rtL

ttrurclt f,-ry a couple oI years af Ler I got oLtt- oi ttre )tosgr.tIal. Euf

arryway that was the f irst tirne I real iy werrt, t(r a f u] I- tinre Jc,h,

1 ju-qt went itr ther"e to learn radio, Tlrey had al:rouL slY. service-
lt)en. Br-rt tlrat rnusL have )reen in the iate thir'ties, '36 or' sonre-

Llii69 1ike tha1,, But I stayed wit,h t,hem eighl-een mont,trs, in the

par.t:3 departrrent f or' a lonEf tittte, I dun't rernetnber how iorrgt ' I
clnit lher'e atrd therr I went to work t'or Hay Radio Company j n

Winst,on-[jalenr foy a whrie, and I rrlayed lltrel'e t,ht'or.rlrh '4{J, f,}-tr.l }11

'4:1", Radio Sc,unci Cornpany rn Winston-salern lrad a contract f or

s<lurrd in Tlre Lost Col<tpy lrere (Mant,eo) , in organ maittterrarrce al"ld

r:Ound wOrk, an6t I waS doing' SOme 
'SCrUnd wOrk, aISo sofile organ

ma jnt,epance--Hammond organs*-bttt, the guty that was rullllillgf t,hat,

t,lrat: fraci t,he contract to furnish tlre' soutrd with it, his l:rol-her'

trarl been operatirrgr it Ltp lirrtil '4L"lncl irr '4L I '::alltljt':wrr
lr*r'e*-t[ey ca] ]ed me up atrcl borr"owed nre f lorn Hay Radio t-o Con)e

clown here apct instal I the sor.ttrcl equlpntent for Lheni, f{rs bt'o1;l"ret'

hetd j:eep drafted into the Arnry, I didrr'l want Io colr]e cl,:wtr lter^e.

br-rt I dict. He t,oid rne if I'd. come and stay t,wo weeks &frd put tire
.:tr-rff in and get it hookeci up, he said someone would relieve me.

welI, he couidn't finci anybody. I stayed a couple Ilo}'e we'3kE

Ltnlil tlre ,3hCIw opelled, and he still hadn't found anybody, so I
stayed alI sumrner with The Lost Colony, BS sound rnan. That waE

why I came down to start with, here.

Therr at, the end of the show, so rratly of tile boys were wailrrrr.J ftii"

the rlrafl-1 arlyway, you know, at t,lrat tinte, '4!, ljl<e aIl c)r Lt5' I

\{as t,oo, I had an applicatiorr itr for the Air Cor"pr, lir'rt Fl:1li

th* ,lr.aft. waE locrki,ng clown rTry back. Some of us had heen de*

f erred, so I ciicln't hhve eit'her' CIne Of thent to collie U[r, i?(:r I w*trt

liacJ-; arrcl c1r-rit, ar:il calr)e baclt d.own here. I made friencls witlr lots
of lreqple on t,he island, it's a Very friendiy place, iot:i of gooct

p*trple, kilcl Of l ilte hcrtrre, everybOdy, you I ived irr hot-tses ancl ate

wiili people whi ie yoll were irr The Lost crilotiy, tt(rl, i ik* it 1,i

now, but rt- was Just Iike one big happy farrrily' the wlioie lslarrd

wcts. I really errjoyed it here' But I clecictecl I'd conie back dc'wtt

lrere because t,here wasrr't any rad.io man ln t,lre wi:ole area, aud 1
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got connected wit,h Joi1y, that rar"l a filirng ,3t,ltirtrr clrrwtr [re]'r:,

f'*xa,.:c, sLation, At the side of the back of the shop there, J got
me some test equipmen!, ,and decicled I'd jr-rst worl< on raclios,
loc:6i ]y, Lo tr"y t,o kr i I time, and I enjoyeci it. I had f un,

Jrecause Lhen I haci tinre t,o fish. Therr after '4J. QY 42', ;3olilr3-

tifite in f hat area, I r'eckorr I stayecl here seven or eight rnonths,

when tSey caI leci rne f r.;r the draf t, ttre f ol lowing Jalrr-tat'y, ,:tnd i
WEr,: t:i:AltiillEd artii L wai:i lr-$-rred clown }"recause of tlrat l ttrtt"l ,

H: January '42-!

E; Y*s, I tlritrk, '42, .Then I decicled to colne on back down here

anyway. because I already had a sho6,, set r.tp here. The wal' hacl

i:r*n declar'ed, yeu know, and so I said I'd come }:ack down here

end stay a w[ile. Burt the;..rart,s got to ]re harcl to get, hut l c1tit

Llonnrictrid witlr tli+ f r I i ing static,n, helprng hirr wrth hrs stuf t,
rurrning 1t ancl one thinql and arrother', jrl:=t, harrgrrrgJ ,1roLlllci, L)till-r,J

rrdcl ju]:,:, there war pierrty to do dI'oUIrd ]"rere, and pletrty of radro
work if I could have got, parts, but aE the war kept qoing, parts

tl,lt wrlr',:e, yoll Jcn,)w, to get, Bo it didrr't, take you lot'tg to l<eep

up with what you coulci get parts for, I'd travel qrourrd the

cr'llutti'y tr"yinqr ttl pi c:)t Llp Bcruie parts, but I en j,ryed i t , I jt-tst,

stayecl here because I Iikect it. I was singrle, nc) prohlems. I

wrtrL rin with t,his sanre thinq unti I t,he CAP c:ctlle down. I hacl

no interrtiop of joining the CAF or anyl:hitrqf wLreti it r::alrle t:lr-rvlti. I

hait llo irl*a, Mtel"r they f irst ttrovecl ouL t,o Skycoe and set LIp [he

base , they Ylere putt ing i t, t ogether, a 1ot of the pi I ots wel'e

coming in, and a iot,of them hired me to install radios and heip

tirenr wit,h rad,ios on Lhe airplanes. They had thelr private plarres

her*, I'he first oh*,,I think, was a Dr. Owens out of Ashevilie,
he brought a Curtiss-Robin down here, and I put a radio irr it' I

Lhipjt it,s the f ilst ope I dicl, 'I'herr thle/ hacl a iot of Ihe ]toys

tfrat we1-e putttng irr harn eqr-ri[,li]eltL, rtr-tf i thaf tlt+y J:r]-r-rttrlllt r-irlvJll 
'

f,rrd I helpect theur sotrre wiEtr that. 'Ihey were aiways sirort*iiartded,

$oure of t.he t inre I ire I ped t,hem f or" nothi ng, and oLher t: itries tlrey

just hired me to work ]ike everybody else. The guy that was tlre
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lRanaqer wit,h it,. efter A, few Weeks they trrerl to get ttre tO !tt:

witir 1:henr, arrrl I di,lnlt have,any idea, I didn't want any part of
lL, l'..rut. I had rrry own bursiness and stuf f , and I i rked what I wa's

rlorng. I irkeci workrng with.therrt, 'l"hey were a very good ]:t-tncl"t

of people, ancl they wex^e trying hard t.o do sonletirirrg oLlt- cif

tir-rtthirrlt, arrcl the trrore I workect with thent, the more 1. begJarr tr)

sHe, you know, what, they were cioirrgJ, 1:u[ I stt i 1 cttcln'1: -i,:,]t't 1.llelll

whr Ie ihey set up 'lhe old air"port out at, Skycoe ' BuL lltey took

,Jr::11y, ownrrrqt an Alrpiatle, tfte guy tlrat I wor^J<ed f ot', l:'h'rL C'wlreit

the rrl lirrg :taLion, hinr and another h,oy together. Aiso t-his

f eI Iow Dr"rscol l , ftere, Lhat f Iew f or the gr:verntnent, wit)r t,he (iC:

Carlps arrcl the ot,tler' camp that was her'e al I cluring t,lrerr days '

Dave Driscol I, he irrral Iy operatecl the airport here f or' Severctl

y'iaI'S'tslrtDavewasflyrrigofJ'riit'inaqovernmentplatre'and
he a I so had a St i rrson Voyagf er", otle of t'[rese IrrcI gr-t i 1*wr tr;f orl*E 

'

Arrcl lre would f ly passengers to ocracr:ke and stutf l lke that,. I

dirl some work for hrm, used to ricle wrth hint sc.rnte clowtr the ]irrrrk,

He f iew to L)cr"acoke quite a brt. But I wasn't too lnuch rnterest-
ed in f lying, reai Iy, eitl:er'. I d.icirr't nrirrci f lyirrg. I likecl tcr

f 1y, apd I f iew with hirrr some, quite a bit arrd Jolly too, ht.t't.

these lroys needed so much help, and. I got wei I acqurlinted wlfl'l

ltllys I ike glirrr Geeslirr, out of Charlotte, was down here orlgrnal-
iy, helpecl thern put t,his stuf f , arrcl they bror-tght pa}'t of tlrerr'

lf atir gteat' ClrirWIr , atid I'i e i cl:r atrct lwo Or lhree lTlC)I e ,

H: Tliey put Lhe lraEie tc,gether out, of t|eir ,;wn [anr gear'?

Ii, c-)fr, llfraL'B t{herB ,tire 
wiiule tiiing {lanle out of ' l'lre gQverlrrlent

macle u5 aiI clo away'wi1:h ham liceril3es, clo awdy with ,-1lI l'a(ilo

licerrre,:*-i:5ey were cqrrceileLl, lrke everythrtrg ei*e. pilots. lrut

alryway, aI I lhis equiplTrErrt wers )rr'ought, tlowli, pa}'t5, allcl tirerr ulllt

trarrstriitter.s, dl'rd l eceivers, arrd st,LIf f that we treectecl, ancl it was

all assembled. I lrelpeci them clo a lot of that. And the ntarrr olle

liiat got me to lrelp [hem with ttrat, and ] helpect a lot wrL[ tlrat" '

-lLts[ on lny own at, rriqht, because Gees] ru was lrr charge ' lre war3 A

good radio rnan ancl a good oid ham, Geesl in was f rotrt charlotte, I
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Lhrrrk. 5lrtn Geeslin, He'5 clead llow, he's i:*ett rlea':i ftil' gevel''rl

year.s, FielLle, he'$ sti 11 I iving, was sEi ] I there, artct t'he base

corunander at lhaL t irne i was a very nice guy , He ta lked t6 nle

,:'rvel.ai tiyres, 5ut I str 11 had no ctesire to join the CAP ' I knew

what they were doing, and it was a good joh, arrd I li)<ed it' Tlr*

I,in].* I 13een of it, ilre mor'e I adnrirecl l-hem, In iact I i-hought:

sorre of tirerr wer-e nuts to do it, you )<now, An,l 1 t*l l yor-t thr

;r:ri:r t.hey were doinqf f-lyinEt out on tilaL ocefir'r, ]:ec:altfre I'd f Jr-rwli

enor-rglr up apd dowrr thrs outer" hatr]<* [o i<rrr:w ltow it'agriI* it: wflf,,

I,vr 1an,l*cl ort tlr* hrach witlr Driscr:I1. I krrew it wel3 rlanctet'ortrr

to c1o that, He ciict iL, in tire outer lranks viIIaqes, Butt: I *titl
Seipecl tlreur witir thtstr raclios, anything 1 could do witl-r them. So

tirey hirecl me, they paid me f or it, ,*ornetirnee they did ' Atid I
C;,rr-tiCl wr:rh. for' 1:hern aIrrC,st as rnuch ag I wanted to, because t'itey

jr-tsL ctidn't have enough lrelp' I krrew they wer'e travirrgr t'o hor'rt:w

,:l:LrIf atrcl pr-rt. ]t [oqfether', beg, arry way they cou]d (fef' lt'' I

guess, I clon't know t,oo rnuch about iL, br-rt' they we1'e a tlirlr:

Iir-trrcli 6f !1Lty,$. 'I'}1ey r"eai 1y tried, and tlrey were ttrrocl' frrends'

t,irey all became good friepds. We goL along firre' anct I t'lroltttht' a

I*t of th*tri, Jir:t, I haci rro it=rtention of joining at aIi ' I'iI be

honest with you. Untii Allen Watkins took ovel"' he vtafl tlre
(ulr11trAltder whO helped wiren they started working on this base Jrere

crn the arrpor.t at Manteo, over et the new airport , they f inirhecl

it. tir*rr, an,-i tooh ovel' the taci I ities there, ar:d wat'kirrs and

FieIds cenle to me several l-intes, w'hen I wa* dowrr tr)wl'r' fllit-l l:hey

l,:rl-rt 1:a]ltiiilt Lt: rirE A.i:rir-it it,, flrrct A j len saici I warrt' y(:'u ]Il therc '

we rleecl yQu, why dorr,t you come on ancl stay with r-ts. Weii, they

)<ept orl, and t,hen f inal ]y, AI Ierr talked rne int'o it ' And 50 I came

ourt here. He took *y picture and picked up all my paper's for u'te,

arrcl I think l:)rat, waq just about the tinte they moved' ready t'o

rnove, hefore I Joinect, so I wasn't wit'h thern too lorrg' I clon't

r.emeu:ber^ exactly lrow long frotn then urrtil the Jrase closed'

H: They tTroved urr f rorn skYcoe i rr Il,:cetlr}*r' tif il';'j ,

I 'rrr not sure .

5

s: $omethirrg I ike Lhat,.
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H r Al'tct yoLl stayecl wi th the6r unt i i tire l:a*e 
':: 

I o*ecl

Out here, I clrci , yes.

They closed tlre uraitr base itr Ar-rgurst- of '4:1.

5: Ye5, that 'r right . Anci I decided to go wi t'h thern then. I
stayed wrth thern, alld most a] I of my trrne, we a}terrratecl, we

vleulrl operate one clay,orle shift, and then we would repdlr for a

clay, a shif I oI' Lwo, autl that's the way we wor'l'ied, al I of LlF, I

helieve Geeslrrr had gorle and Field.s was irr char'ge of rL, really'
We had two nrore operators, Thatcher, who clred sonte t ir(r€ ago, of

GI'eetrSLrOi^O, Wa$ One . I f I rernenrbeY' we on Iy l:ad f'c.rt.tr 'e L Lha t

t lnte, because we were rfrort of radio Qperatr:rs, atlci they wel"e

Iiar.d, te !t*11 . We jusf coulcln't f irrct them. Most of lhent hact lef t.
Eiurt, anyway I 'ci operate, arrcl aI I ex.cept Flelcts, f ciorr'I lttt'-rw

ktlrether irlelds operated at thal- tirne or not. It was between Lhe

tl-rree of us . Ther.e were f our slL r f ts, two shi f ts each ilay, morn*

Ing aud nrgirt.

Hr We11, You said morning

S r I went to work at four
wQLriri. go c,ut. at ciayl ight
t)r i ng I i ke that , artd come

I ll t htr mo}'ll i llg LMt i I one ,

in the afternoorr,

, How long was a shif t'?

o'clock ltt the tnortllng, arrd fh': ritit[rri

and stay out , w}:at, f our hours, sL.lme*

back. But I workecl frotrt forlr t)'Gloc:k

I did that most of the titrre, until one

'I'irerr the 3ec:ancl sf,if t wor-tld take over

S; The second strif t, worllcl take ovel" frorrr r-rne r-inti I clar']c, Mti*t. '"'f
LIr* tluri: I wa,* w1[h t]ient I was Qn tlrat,same rhrlt'. I liked 1t"

Hr Wherr they wer.en't f Iyirrg, your cliilrr't have ally r6ql-liretrretrt, 1;o

mc,rrttor any f requettcies or anythirrO l ike that? $tr-rctiy (lAP

frequencies, onlY



$waim

5 : Stri ct Iy CAP, and af ter we got in here, r,,f col-lr'r3e, af tEI' 1,16 ' ,:l

l:*en li*r'* a littl* hi1l, arrcl ai i i-he l:rase got set up, Ehe Navy, we

hacl to pu1: a ractto Ioop to the Navy tower'. Of {lQr-lr're, we liar:1 llr-r

1:uriI'(-litrat* al I Qr-tI' take*of f s anci lanctipgs vrrl-h Lltc I'lctv1'.

fir Was rt. ,i r"adro loop oY latrcll rne'7

l--j: IL was a radio 1oop. We trad a little short AM low- powered

t,r-ansmitter we m,ade up for each one. We rnade Lhetrr, one ft:rr' the

Navy t,owet' altd Qne irr oLlr-*t,hey weren'L too far apart'

H: So you could tai]< Lo eat.:li (:)[he]" '[,-, c()o]'(t1ll,i1.(: Iai'1e-ulLii
I and i nqrs ,

d i'li:t

q.

5r That's al I

Hr yrtrlri* I'adiil (:alltrcrI the take-of f s and landings, t,i:etr?Ilid

Yes AIl Lake-offs and lattdingrs,

H, Yc-rt-t cC:t*r-i I il.le a (i(irrtroi trrwer' 1..hen,

5 : We were a conl:r'O I t ower a,5 f ar a,l r::Oc,rcli nAt i t:g til} OUgh t:lir

I'lavy, Aft.er. tlre Navy got irr there anrl got to fiyirrg off of

it--well, before they got to operating planer oft of it vel'y

lnllq:h, BVen J:efc,re tfiat, tlrey lracl Control of it, bec;ause they ]'lere

conri ng r n here f or i nspect ions , and they had a conun,luder, at"r'-t he

stayecl in lrere, orrd.h,e f lew tr: Norfolk every day wrt.lt cr traltrel'.
I Eirrnl< he was f iyrr"rg alt A1.-6, but cinyway we strll lla(1 L(:) liir',rt:
,-:.:r:t.dinat ir:tr to get jrf alrCi or.rt, fiietr we had a shol: lll d hcllrllcrl-'

wheye we repairerl our latJroS, anCi we ctlcl a 1oI o( flyttrg, L]l

{::ou}.se, witil our radio checks. 'I'he worst, thing that happetred [o

il]efil wit,lr tlrat part icr-r]ar. type of equiplrrent, they LItsecl a t'r"+i ] rti(t

atrtenna, a piece of wire, atrd we iost, more of thern t'harr anything

else, irut I tirink that was dorre becar-tse they'd f ai I 1:o pr-rl l il irr

when they'cI land. The prlot-s woulcln't l-ake it. in.
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H. Left it irr the tI^eeg.

l : J'hal ' s i'rght , or' sQlttewhere a i ong ttre runway, wherr tirey s*t
clown, or dragged r 1. ol'f somep 1aCe, butl we 'd haVe Er) rep I EtC:e a- I Ot

t:f []iose arrci tIeri Lu;te tirem Io ge1- the righL ] errglt h oti tlretir,

H: F'or cr-rriosity, how iongl was that f rai i ?

ljr Wel i, if I rernemlrer right, the nraxrmum was arr":uttd sixty f eeI

H I We I ]- that vari e,f,, irecaLtse you iract a i1-6t-Jr-tetlt;y (::harrg* *ilr.rt.tf

rrird-way through, clidn't Yc,u'?

l:l . Yes

Hl T'hen you lraci to re-cr'yst,aI everything

S: T5at,s right, Recr'ystai and we had Lc; cut (:tLlr arttetrrt'rrt atici

a] I tiris st,uf f , I was just tlrinking the ol:her day, I rea I ize

we had some Lear at that t ime , there was sonle RCA. rioltle Li trlt

r.adros 1n Ehere too, priliitrve to whal- we have pow.

H: Just a hodqe-porlge of everythitrgt, Let lne aEk you ,'-rolnetl-t111!t '

liuw ,1icl you get a se[ irr ancl ou[ of an airpiarie? Did yott statrcl-

ardize on a package, of clid you just--eaclr airplatre ltacl i[,s owrr

r'*rlio atrii eacli oue of therr was cr-tstom?

s: Most of the planes ttre1z f iew out. of lrere wel'e l il<e & 3tin,':oti,

1:here wer.e rnore of therr Lhan anythi ng e I se , artcl we had roolll

eltolrgh in the dash panel or right rruder Lhe *AUg of iL that' they

clflr-rlcl [la]ie a rack, mount the rack, ltr ot.irer words tirey were 1r] a

irous i lrg apylray , antl yorr cou I ci jr-tst ntor-ttrt t he t'aGh# r.'tll(itii'llr:tt1.It

thE C*rrtl'r]1 parrel in a COI'ner, rnaybe over the p11o1.'s srcle,

either that, or on the ob$erver'$ side, whichever one we had I'oolll

f or i t , Arrci Llrere was a f ew of Ll-retrt Llro I we cr-,r:] tl r:'trt' t'.rrli- [)d]: 1.

of it, rf rt clrclrr'I have a support a6ross it, we'Cl culi ctt-tt t,rti



rnuch as we could to r'ais.: it aE

i'r:iutli tor hi:: feeL.
h i gli .l* \^IB cc,tt l ct - +

Swa irn

giv* Ititrr lir:ri''B

Hr b,olne of the J.rases Iina.tIy standarclizecL and ;ruL rL on wliuE

looked I ike a board, anci t,hen they could just unhook three or'

fcilll' I,:actx arlci r,rove it frorrr orre airplarre to 1,lre olher', and tlrcrl-

way if they hacl an airplarre rlowrr f or r'ar.1io tliey c(iulll BwaF it,

dt Wel i, |rllr GoLrlcl qrut nrrderrteath of ours and unpiug it from t:he

back errC slip iL out, ne problerrr t,here, arrd therl we iroci d .l-iencir

E*t r-rl-r wi'!EI'* Hti ccrt.tii.l yatij< it c)Llt afrci pLrt it. orr Lhe lrelt(..:h arrd

repair' ;it. Buit,. i f I rentett)Iier', ruo;lt <:f (Juf.: wer"e ltlor-int-('(-1 uF trr
t-ire pnrrel, ot' c1r:se tr", i[. T'hey clicl a rernari<a].r]e JoLr, Irr-rt wrt.lt
orle frequerrcy. arrcl of cour-se one liiarre cc,ruicirr'L taik l.+ Lite {ttfler
rlrll*, i{iliCfi wa.e a harrciicap,

Hr They couldn't talk lo each other'?

H:

iia ,:r i I' , Nr:t lrnder'' any cond i t i orr .

Why was that ?

E i 'Ili*y utlly
Iy--

iraci fln* ft'equerrcy anci they wanted thern t.o--'eviclent.-

H, Th*y CCILl1d, technical1y, but oper'atiotral Iy they wererr't
aIIowed. Is llrat what yotl're sayingT

# i Ye,::, I gu*sr t:hey" colr Id. 'i'hey couIcl irave pul- a !requer)cy I Il

it, br"rI I t]rink operat,iorral ]y was wtiat was the caufie of it. In
or'cler to make i L so t,ire two p I anes were a lways ta I)<i rrql t,o tlte

base, rrot to one another'. ,5o tlrat they coutld keep thetii Br![i,-i],-rt*

erl--also t,hey'd ktrr:w the coordinat es of one, you know. against
tlre other . T1'r i s was done f or thA[ reason, t,oo , BeCa'"t*e tlvefY

fifteerr trrinul-es or so they trad t,o report 1n wlrere t.hey were' We

hacl a rrap Up on Lhe wal i, you know, we'd put a pip, anrl'we'Cl krr)W
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exactiy wl:ere he was al I the tirre, wrt,htn a iif Ierirr nttrtuLe clrr*
Larrc:*, I 1-hourgirt af 1:*rwards, the way t,hey ttad rt was f or tlrerr
own safe[y, arrcl it ctrcl work. It pard r;f'f a coltple of Llllle;*,

IvlrlEL of Lhetii wer'e real goc,d at this, pilots anrf obser'vers, gave

pr-eLty c I ose coorcii nates to each orre , T'hey reported. wltere lhey
were, 'l'hey kttew wnere

tl-rey were . Pret tY c I ose ,

H; W*i ] , (jtle of tire proj:lents ycru had was over'Ltse of [he r^qci:cr

chalrne], you )<now, I t,hink, al l up ancl dowtr [he coast here, aI I
t-lAP was on 1;lrat, one f requency '

$: That's right, And then we had weather conditions.
ollt tfter e wrth i ig)rtrrir:g and weatt:er l rke thal- and you

harclly reacl Lherrr. II was ter"rific, if l-hey were ve]"y

shr:rre .

You get
cou Idn ' t
far off

IJ: WliaL waB your rarrge? What size trarrsrnj.tter ti:ii1 y(rtr ltctve

your i-rase? A hundred waf,ts, a thousand watLs?

ort

,'l: We were running around A hundred, I think, most of the time

that I was there. We could have rLln more, but we didrr't. I thirrk

lotr clid it, We were orrly covering from Virgirria BeacJr to Hat-

t.eras, ,and then they doubled back.

t{, l\ncl licrw f ar of i ,*hore dlcl t)-)ey go, do you recai I'i

S: No, I don'1., L,yt I thirrk [hey weI"B r'ttrrrtirlg ab(]uf iive' 'B1l'l'

t*n tiiilrs,:, tsAllt+Where*'in there, May)re sonre af. thetn [en miies' I
hacl quite a bit of probiern with therr, Ctrtr rrap, if I rettt*utli*r'

Clul'r''jCtIy, f 'rn nr.rt Sure al:C,ut it,, but our maps, wer'e terr trti Ie's, Io
the top of our, crlrrtrrll t-rraps, i-rt-tt r-!ver'arrcl ovet'ag.tili, yt-rr-t'Cl f ifrft

t-iriln (-riI tlre ttra;,, T'l-rey,',-t report of I tltc rrrap, a lot. of t,lietir'

H; 'I'trey eitirer were of f the mdp or' 1-hey were itirt '

10



5: 'fhat's right,

>-wa rtrt

I f ,";urrct therrr as f ar aB 4t) trri t ** +f f *liol'E ,

HI l'*i I nre about Llne of
four o'cjock in Llre rnorrring

your operatingr days. You came

, TelI rre what hal:Peneo,

al:1n

2,t WeII, it wirs ttortnai, It was ror-ttine. T[ey'd take off , L,wo

of therrr goipg soutli, twcs of thern going norLh, arrcl yor-l'ct givri tli*trr

pert:ii,SBtOn t-o tai<c of f rn the rror'ning at- dawn, soon d:r it wds

1 ighl: euough f or" t,heni t o 5ee , ancl get Lhenr out , arrd [l'leIr t ney 'C[

(::(]t6 l-rar:rk arrd gtive yriLi therr coor,linates every fifl,een rrinut,es or
whatever tigre it was, wheye Lhey were, and they wr-rl-llcl go f r-trtfr*t"

r-rllt tt-r Eea, Alro th*y hacl a ruie Ehat eaclt plane had. to f al I
]ra,:k ]relrinct the otirer one at intervals, Af ter f rf teerr t:rittul:e;= lr}'

,iu infervals one of t,lrent wcruid fal] behind t,he other Qlle, yoll

krrow, Lo see 1f arrything was wrorrg with the oLhel ail'plane, Ai I

l:hi 1:ilttr iliry wor-rlci clo Lhrr, and you'd. ask hitrr ] t irrs srster sirrp

was a I I riglrt, , atrci i f he saw anyttrrng, ,1rtd the ol:her one tot:r ,

We'11 clneck peric,clical ly witir them on ttrat, which he requ jr"ed.

Fitz Arrrette, out of Herrdersrrnvi I Ie was opefatic,ns t,,f f i**i' ctl:

tiiat I-)dt'LicuIar tiltre, atid up until the end, I think, arrd he was

pretf y tlrorough, h€ knew airpianes, he ]<rrew trow to f Iy, lre krrew

wiiat wa,* gloir:g (:]lr there.

Now your ulaps , was that tlre so-ca I I ed p l ott l rlg room or Jtts t

the raclio roonti

ii l ,lLt,* t ut the rad i o roCIm .

Hr Tlren ciici yrrr.i rsEnqi' ti-tl1m 'lLlL tCI thr Flott'itrql rCrqm'i'

Sr Yes, we had a map of the whole area, and ali we did was to
jr-rsf keep ta5 of the l ocat i orrs , exact Iy QL t.lre l at i tr-tde alld

lr.rltgitr-tCi*, Wil'r1'e tlfr,: plAlt{, wa5 at a part,icu}ar t-jrne, wlirch was

on this 1:lott irrg boarcl, but they irad atir:tlrer orre iilsr.l,: LoLt, rI
t.ley coulcl, il: tiley wanl-ecl to plot it, I dr:'rr't krrow wlraL they

usecl w'hen t,hey f irst started, bul their sysl-em changed, when we

Hr

in
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were out there, of what t,irey rnacle the pi ioL,* clo of f shore, Tlie

pi iot* had a lret,ter rrrethod of calcuiating the j.r positions than

ttiey did, wherr they fifst started dowtr here il. was kirrci tlf a

haphazarci thin-cl. 'I'hey used }:uoys of f shore. When I f irst star[ecl

work;inq witir thern, they were uSing hutoys' They'd #ay we dl'e tst

ifUrOy rpO*ArrC|-So , 'fhey Uscd cr cc,asL artd geode L r c trtcrp .

H: 'firey f irra I Iy taugirl- ttrern tr: rravig,el-e '

5r ,Yes, tlat's r-:g51-, exactly. T'hey firrally EaughI tire observ-

ers to rravigate arrd you'ci have a Io[ of --l:ypical of thetrr. I te'l ]

y()u, J real Iy acimired 1,hem, those pi lots ' The job they were

doing--it was risky as rt could be, but yoLl covered ttp f or a iot
oI thenr [oo, because a ]ot of titern would lro r:uL Lhe].e' arrd I

]<rrow, they'd get lrp at four o'clock in the rrrornincr, atrd yott tai{e

y,-,r-t1- AlCiet. ;lf lr-iLs []r,rL l-rad J-.eett f tyirrgf wrtli dr] olrse]r,/t]r' Llrat. cr]]1

f 1y too, probal:ly ntost of the observers coulcl f iy, l:ut l,hey wtruld

tLrl.n it over to the' observer and go to sleep. T'his happened

quite often. Lots of times you'cI have ol'le plalie tlia[ wt}ulcl

I.tilrrlyt irr at a certaitr tinre and say,I'i I give you his position'

and you,d apk the gt,her orre for his position al'ld he wasn'L thet"e,

y,:rlt Jqrrew w)rat had happened, ancl you'd say you check ag'allr' be

sure wlere you are. you're not rigtirt. But rat,her trl,:li pul: :'l; i-tll

i:rij1. p1,-rtt,i5gt Jrc,at',:[ f,t-tri iet t]re ,:f f rcer know wirat haprPener:l ' yot]

covel"ecl & Iot for t,ireryr like t,trat. It wus rrtirrQr, tt war:n'l: 'lrly-
thi11g ,?Er-ioLrB, altcl we nevBr' thought f,oo trruclr ai]ollt it:. Eut tliey

were funny--

Wliat clo yolr lfiean,' f uttrtrY?

s I eep?

Tlrey'd jr-r,sL go clut there arid gro

Ll, t-:*ttiical , yrff, Ii*y 1{6} r:r (rrjniCa I Sulit*l liltc|:t, :lil l"i-ri }'(1i1,:tlJtB

tlraL tjit'1y r{rarle. 'l}rry Wiirti $ IlrEl:ty liAiipy *gtr*lti(r}i)i' Lrt,tfti:i[i OI

people bo be out t}ere where they were in planes. BUL they would
cruise ttreir patrol and. turn around ancl colne bac]<, which was

I-lornraI, which was dai 1y incirfenEs ancl things l:hat- were just'

Hr

t c-t
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nr.inor, not, t-oq: marry major things happenec[ wiren ] wa* oper.atirrg
i.{11-lr it, irHr:16p1 },i6 rii0 hil\rn $l1B r.rire lut]]'ltilrtJ, w*Irt uttt ,riill (1tt

exarrrple which real1y paid of f I-or these twu planes, orre f I rgtlrt
wirllt l-l*l:th atrci ii* lfot r:p Llre beach about, terr or firteerr miIes,
and I t,hirrk he was abr:utt tetr mrles otfsirore, rl I renrerirh*r' Lrej*
i'fiflt 1y, d[':1 t]i* ,:iit-.*]' ;:rhtp cai l*ci arrrl saici srtro]<e lvas corrlnq out.

uf lri* exhaLrsL, ancl $o I,:hec]<e,1 with hlril anct aslteci irrrrr for Frr*

lilailift-rid []I'Bts,iLl]'* ;rltd oil p]'e,$sLt]"e, arrd ite said rt wds per"fecrly
all riglhL, 5o 1:hen I tal]<ed to Arrretle, the gperatiorrs officer",
at{t h* ffaid t,(r i{t*[r aB].;tttg hinr, keep qLtestionin{t lrrm ever"y five
rninr-rLes or so abrout 'l-ris oiI pressure arrd ttranifold prers$urE, artd

rr* tf fiix Ellltil'r i,: licrt.herirrg hitn, arrcl the sister sfrip f el1 .lrack

arrd kept f oI low.irrg lrirr, He wet'rt f roni tnayl,* f if teerr (:ri' 1"wHlrty

itlilllt[6rj ]i'ltn ]ir:r f ]ilrht. and corrl-inuecl c)ll, buE the snio]<e kept:

cornlng, so frrrally Ar'nel-t-e sairi f"o tell hlrrt tr-r C(.)rtre I;(-) Llie j-re,:r-:lt'

,JQ wE )t*pt checkirrg wil;h jiirr every tj.ve nrinut,e,* un h1$ orI pre$-'

$ur"e and rranifolcl pr'essure, Iro charrge, rlotliinq wr,-rtrg wttli l;h*

tr1-r.[r1anr, thr: p]lot coulcln'L even see the snloJ<e. Ilut he carrre t"o

ti're beach, lncl titen , by the t ime lre cante to t,he heach, we got t.Itr:

lllr{-rhAlli(t, B}'Crwlt, Iie waB ft'c,tu Fierltrrc,trt C<.rrur:urrlcaLrotrs. I t}rrtrlt,
olte of oLlr mechatrics, and he vlas good**one of ttle lrest, i got
jr]]ii itf tlf r:r.* an{:1 arl{,ecl irim ai:Or"tt i t , and Browrr asked Ine 1:o aslt

hjn: Ele $arne t,hing, and I askeci hitri, ancl ire was al l r'ictht ' Aticl

Bl.tjwit *a"ir:i r..r: lti'in1l lrrn: iti, Thrs wa* ]ater af ter t,he i'lavy wa*

f tyinq;r rrght rnuch off t,he l.rase at i-hat, tirne, They didrr'L hf,Vr a

Br:1i.1;r-i1.tilt jt*r.*, bttl th*Y wel's Clt:itrt a Iot. of f lyitrg. So lre said

Ltj g€t hlrn ip here as quick as possible atid Iet [ritrr lctiil Htraigrhl:

ifr, ijc-r I g,-rt: p'1t'ruixxir-rl1 ft'c:trt l.he NaVy fOr hitri lo coille in,

,r[].aitrlrt, altd jr-r*t l:*f r:r'* iie lanrlxcl I ch*clt*,1 willh hitii agt;titr f r:t'

hrs oi] pr.essure,lqnd he saicl it was perfectly nortnal. buL ire

l.rrrctecl, got rlowrr a I I r iglrt , anct ta>lied up tr; [fre iretrrgar' tr.'' 1-l-re

st.rtp where lre was tO']eave l-rrs arrl)iatte. and it cut r)tt on trtrr')

jusI hefor',e he goL it wher"e ]te wanLecl it, T]re tirechani,:r Lt:ru]t tfl,lt
Ail'plafr* Cir:Wfr anr:l tfie nioIC,r" Jracl l'I^Qzetl sol ict. The !ristorrs were

one sol id piece of trret'cr1--fliat cltlflr: tir 1r'r*irrqt rt ' Th*y 1t:rrlt

soile atI-pIatres, I'lre1, lgsb tsome of tl'rern dowrr. But, I tlon' L relllefll-

L3



i:wa rur

ber" }r-rt, L,pe wherr I was on operat i ngt clutt,y wlrerr t,hey I ost i t , 'i'lie

other |rolir hdppelted tcl be on other tlrres.

Hr Which one was that, Cat'l?

tj; I clorr'L ]"'jlrtelnller who i1; was. I ccn't tell you, i:ut ]ie

rlitchect it. ancl tte was Close in arrd l:lre C()A:rt f"jr-tarrl lvell1: rir-I1- ati':[

q()t. triut. I-io proi:ierr. Tirey iost severdl I ike thaL , I [itirrk.

Hr 'I'hey clid lose sever"al at sea'?

E; Yes, I dcrri't J<rrovl how rnarry, I wouldrr't say t,oo ntany of Lfrelrr,

iruL t5ey did Iose sorfle that, vray, They'cl go clown witlr trrecharric:aI

Ir'oub I e ,

H: !{er-e yOu on Ctufy with tl-rerrt w}rerr Cooper werrt dowrt?

S ; Nc"r.

Hr Tirat was youl' ol'f day.

sl No. He was orl an afternoon fiight, ar:d i was orr LiraL af1'er'-

noon, .but I kr:ow when he went dowrr. I was over o[l t)re ]:eaC]r wi-trtt

liiey w*re tryirrg to get to him, He wasti't [oo far out. ]"'rtt[ il'
was just so coltl, alld the ocean was so t'ough the Coast Gutar cl

rr(:ruldrr,t go g*t hirr. You'd treeze i:o death in t,wenty titinutes or

less.

Hl Hypr:t.Lli*r'tiria, Yor-r cirdrr't know Ehe worcl ]-rack tlren, bttL il
worked just t,he samb.,,

;J: w*I1, Llt*y rt'r:'[rper-1 iL afLrt'tlrat' They 57r'ruiclti't iet: tileru

ito out there w}rerr it \^/ar3 that r'()ugh, Tlrey caIic*I lect tlle I i 1lllrLr

whr:n th'i r-r(tr:ctn WrrE Ir-rLlgit aB iI was at lhat tinte, E{llci crirld, Thtsy

couldn,t get to thenr. f'hat 's t,he orrly <.:rre I ktrow [hey coulilu't

iJel: to, 'I'haL's the or:Iy one we lost, we were rea] Iucky.
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H: Yor-r s,1id there were

Yxii , t,ir*Y 1r:u t ,i+lli':

Lclied at sed.

$wa t tlr

r3evera I that d i t cired at sea thcrt-tgh ,

air'frlarres. I dc,n't J<rtow hrtw rrrdtly tl:eyii.

di

Hr 'I'liat r= (-)lls L,ll t-l're irar rl t-hing* I }rave

1 Ii lrrrd 1t- wlt,:lr I ,=f*t t-o reaci the f*'2

I'Bc*rr[1y gtc,1:, httt j.t,'# ciif f t(.:u1t, t,o piece

t" O 1.' t r'rtl , ,1 llrl .I

I"r [,( )]'f fr , t lr;i t
t,)rat, toget her'.

'm

I
*lt,lr -

-i t-tr t-

S: Well, I don't l<now. I only J(rrow orte,

Eiuiltr liiul"t, Lltey )o*qt scrl'rle airirl atres, buL I
anyth i ng .

I krLr:w t.h*[
don't Jcnow

(-1..1(_t I (_)ijr:

ircrw many or

Hl 'flr* (:)lte tlrat y()Lr wei'e otl dr.rty fol'. wiiy ,-lolt't yt)Ll leil iilef

lrtt.le bil: al:out iL,

hll H* J,;n*w thaL ]ri,! riiot,,:y wag clt-ii Lt inlt, artd iie wasJl' L f ar of f ,

1n fact iL wqs off KitLy Hctw).:, atici lie J<uew tliat he waE h.:tvilltt

itinlat' l:I'elthle, arrci fte got just cri:r clr-rse itr as tie c:Crutld, He wiirj

(l()rrrirrg Lo tlre )rase. He got jr-rst aB close irr as he could Io 'Elie

jirr: r: /' HcrWlt (-lt)aEll t,r.rar"cl ilIat. ic,t'r, ancl ii* sa.itl ]'re waE (tt,i;[p1,1 Lt,, lldlv*

to ctrlch rt arrcl he clltr:hecl'

li , [t i Ci ii* [t 1V* yr1rl a Mayciay {-}}" sc)rrr{r l-it r rrql i

B : No, he just, to l d me thaL he was havi rrg troub I e wi tfr tlitl

dti"lrlatr*, and l]e was afl'aid he was goillg to lrave t'o dit'ch it,
arrcl I kept talking to hlrn, and I told his sis|er 5h1p ' Sire knew

wiial wa3 irappeping to him, t]-iat he was going to ditch it' to

watch it, so he kneq. whele he was, ettiil s[ayecl wrth hitrr, ;O t]ir:y

-titrlt d11:C:h*d } t anc] Lire/ lIOr: ou.l:. "I'lr* C]0ii3t (iu't|"C] wflii wat"r::htItrJ

tl-renr alt the tirre, trJc.r. They u,t's6r:tY )inci a irr:at' in thr witrl'
'lliey knew ire was ccllliirtg down

It's arriazirrq irow c:ooi a pilpt ]3 at a titrie ]ike l;irat,,

I5
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Swa ili

D: It is, it's just-* They wel'e not r.at,LIed, at, eII

H: I 'vE c-,trly hacl olte serious enrerqJency I ike that, Car'i , ancl

evel-y ettce in ,5 whr le I tlrin]< bacl< altor-rL i1;, arrci I :rn1, )i,:)r.t li.:'.,-l 1.,,r

l:r rr-rt tti v()LlI' rrit'ttl Io be t]rat easy-gorng, T']re p.r'trner ol-r tlre
airlrlane that I f 1y ir inside tlre c<;r:)<pit,, artcl I :rwiIclrecl tarrJrs
atrd threw on a bocrst.er pLllnp, and a shower of gas jLrst carne shoot-
ing ou[ rny prinrer, aI I over rny lap and everything else, arrcl I wa,:

tn a bad weather situation, and al I I told. t)re t.ower was--I
happened to i:e within reasonabie clistance of an air'port-*I Eaid I
rr*sd cleararrc:e for a straight rn, I irave a urirror fuel problem.

5 ; 'I'hes€ Jroys were arnaz 1rt!{, L}ir w,ry t it*y (lli.it fl l- 'jci 11. i'ii,:,y
iral 1y sLtI'pI-tseci me', I'iI l.re hrrnesl with yoLl, jJ--Llre fit'st r"id.e
1 f ook witir thenr, af Ler they'd been f lyrltg a wh1ie. r:he f ir.srt
Lest f light I rrade, radio t,est f light, was in a Cessna. ancl I was

sure t,he piane would f aI I apart . Yor-r know, just ratt lerl eI I
over, just falI to pieces. It sounded Iike it, You know, that's
the way it was, and they were flying that thing. They'd been
f lying rt olr pat.r"ois, We1i, all ti-re arr'planes are iike t-hrs, and
I got to thinking ilrey' I i irold Logether . I gr-rers, But [li,:, h'. r rr!
r:c1t-ti pnerrt tirat lhey lrad l:rack r n f irose days--per:p I e t oilay who ijrrr.

not old enough t,o know whal radio equrpnrent we hact, can' l: uil,:t!line
wlrat \^re t oo 1 ed wr l-h , whaL we were f oo I i ng wr th .

H: Just to reverse t,his, f flew back in Lhe forties arrd didtr't
f 1y ai-ry niore unti I the seventies, and tlre biggest. problenr I had

wt'ren I st,arLecl f lying agarn was lhat al I tlre clartt racttr:, e(:lr"tlpt'rirtrl:

c[.I'rive lrie cydzy .

S: I ].irrc,w, I krrow wl'rat you rrre,lrr.

H: 'II:at was loo c:ofiip 1 i cated ,

I'hat 'B why yoLl got with r-tr, hecau,Se y*Ll kell[--we ] I I 've jtr:[,]-

wrth 11: for'year's, because f 've beerr itr the colllriurric:ations
br
l-l [t
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Swa r rn

i:ursrr"les,s since that, wa$ over,' As soon as two- way raclro c:alllr 1lt,

I werrt into--1 qlot a Moforr>la and General Elecl-ric service sta-
tron, ar:d. I lraci a Mr:Lt-rt*ti1fl aticl I jutst soid it, 1n the past year',

hef,:, ll0 WE (JI-*W LtLr pi1,-, l l^i0-!{,:ty r'arf lrix, 1"fia1- '* *l I I ''.,e
done-*soid communrcattotts equlprnent, to 1:oirce, llre, pllot-s and

,*tr"rf f of tirat type Ir-rr" yBctr's. We worke(l \:n IOLII teetl co\.inl:tes

her'e, so we had to keep uF, pretty wei 1 wr[h ]t, Jrr-tl back Lheu rt
was pr irni t i ve .

Hr Lel lt)e ask yoll. Wtren Llrese guys went Out, tlrey fiew an area,

or dict they fiy along witfi a convoy, oI" how dicl tlrey cLo

r t'?

"1: We11, they f 1ew, Ilo tfiey f iew an area. T]rey woulci rJ,-,ot.tl.

i ri<e f rve uri les or sorrretlrirrg atrd wor-tld f Iy dowrr the ouIer" ]-rntikx

for five ruiies out. What, t)rey were flying, r-eaI1y, the tiritrg
tlat, they were f iyirrg and the coul-se that t,hey were Qrt waE Lhe

.:iiippinq lat'res, 'I'he shipS were cottting jus[ 6s ci()$e t0 shore as

t hey cou l cl corne , be(r,.1use you cou 1d see , watch tatll<el.s g(r I rrg Llp

and fLown tlri,: cua*1-, and 1:hey f lew just, out )rey6n6 that ship;rirrg

I ane where subrnar I nes cou I ct l:e wi 1.lr i n torpedr: clr starrce of l- lir:

s5i ps , Yott cou ld watcl'r the l-toat s . "lhe boats were a iways out

there , rr igrht and day .

Hr Ilicl you ever see any of them get sunk out, ther^e?

$ r Oh, yes. I saw thenr from t,he shore' I ktrow of [wo, 1 sliot:rd

uver itr that oicl casino on Nag's Head one night in [,lre wlrtter
tirne wSerr it was coid, ancl he was rrght, close t:o .ttrof e, aftcl Lvaw
rlll* Of tif,fse 1-arrket':i (lo up just. i rke a Ilrerlracker', crtic}. y<'rLt c:i'lri jrl

See the rnerr f Iyipg C)qt of it,, anct the Oi I Lrr-tt.rrrrtr;t (rl'l t.iilr t.)I l'it':

wa1.eI', 'Ih* t-loast Gua/cl werlt ouL witli tlterr:. They'cl ;icr E:rttL t here,

Burt ther"e was a Iot of Lhern. I ;3aw Ewc) or tftl'ee l-rlow Ll[,, it-t*t

,:r,atrClrngt lclOkitrr;, I tneatr we wel'e jUst standing ttrere !aIkinq,
looking out t,he winclow, People dott't realize how hr:t, it wa.3 he}'e,

and cAP did a worid of good. I began t,o really adrrir'e t,hern
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$waim

afl-erwaril, after I got, with them, bec6use I hrrew tlr*y wrrr"5

ilr:irr$-:it'.s l,he oniy thir:g we Lrad, They'd cal I in and say t,)rey

$aw a srtJ:tttartne, wfrerr I was otr dutty anci we frecl a teir:ty[re t,i t.ii*
i{atry rn Norf r:,1.k, arrcl .l 'd cai l L}re Navy ancl t.e l l tiretn lirey }rcrr.i

Seen cr suirntat'tne, wlrt ch ts what we wer"e l)r-rp(:)().tf:tl 1-r-r (cr, arrct tvilr],t r
It was, t-lre locat;ron oI i[, atrcl tlte Navy sdtd sot'ry. Ihere's (:)r')s

PIJY tlying arrd lre's oI I |'Ior'tda s()rTteplar-:r*, Pt'rlnr f'lr:r'tC[,-1 [o a]i,.,r;t

Nor f crlk, they had one PBY f lying at, a tirrte. Tlrey coverecl that
whole coast. We had no protect ion. We didtr'1" have nrrl,hrrrqr, Arrci

if tirrl piarre* clidn't help t,lrerr, the Gerrrans could corne on in arry

tirne they wanted to. They didn't know how IiLLie vre cttct iiave,

H: I'rtra.1 1y tjrey LrLrL Eerrle i:t:nrJis crn(-1 de611,lr ,:harrJes on [.it*:ie .t r t L r c-

alrpianes.

5: Wr*n tirey took us irr t,he Air' Force , I f I rememher correct }y,
tirey came dowh here anci, I don't t'ernembet" wl'lo carne, one of t,fre

i-{af i onf, } (.lonirnflr'lcler'.$ came down .

H: Il would have been Eai-le Johnsotr, proba]:ly.

fr, F'i'r:rliah1y, It'+lti Waxliirrgtorr, alrd }re ruade a speecir tu Lis, and

tcrld u$ 1-irat we were or-rt laws. That's tfre f ir';rt thirrg ire r.:r,:tli[ ,

l'l I lt*vel' it-rrqet it, He said you are al I a J:utrch of outlaws.
you've l:een out,laWs, If a Ger'marr catche,s yolt, they'11 shoot yoll,
lr*C:attg* yOU'vr] g,lL n0 pr'otectiorr what-soever. And we were, theO*

r"eticaI iy we wel.e, ancl he said tlrnt they wel'e go]rrg to t,ake uB itr
tlrr n1i. !'qr}.(S arrcl send alt ot'dnance crew. And Ihey too.l< us tn t.[re

Air Force and t,hey sent an ordnarrce crew dowrr here and they put

lfr:tili,* e1 Anql ]-&CltS,: 4nd tlre solctlerB 1n the or"dllalrCt'

t he bornbs of f wi'ren t he p l anes came ln .

er eitv l.tfr-rlt

the pi lots, whi Ie you were otr dut,y, talk
anyt)r i trgr?

Hr Did yoll heai' any

al:r-rut dr,rpping irornbs

0f
oI'
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Swa irrr

,!r yes, I clici, ,lt.tnie r:f tlirfn gft:t er:cit,*Cl ali*utt iL, J t'r:liitrntj:*t"

i{ar.vilt (:)vr3i.(ash wax alt u]:trervet', and I l:el reve he wa* I lyirrgt wrtir

a feliow 5app, br-rt one rnorning orr early patroi, lte rarcl ir* Erlw d

xgj:mayi rre urrd they ircrcl t)'le )iotttJrs wi th Ifrern t-lrerr, hr-tL ev jdeltl..l y

when lre fiy'st saw jt, 1'11 never forget. Marvitr c,riled iLi ,il-tct

ratrl: I tee a *i.rjlrlrarine, anLi ArrleLte was itr tlre radru rr'lufil wl t.l'r

rne al. that particular l:iure, starrclirrg behincl trre, ,-itt(l he caI I*cl lll
an(1 raict r I E':R a rr-tl:n:al'jne, can I clr"':p my Lrorrrb? I said: Man'

you,re out t.here, trot rire, arrcl Arne'Lte saict, Yeafr, what',5 ltf cir)i11r;1

uut. tIiere? Ancl lre clrd..

Hr He clropPed i 1:

ii, Hrr ctroprpect i t anyway, l:ut )re askec-l trte

cou ld, Ire was so exc i t ed .

Hr YeLt ci(ln't t"etnentber when tirat was

S: No. He wa:: so excit,ecl I won't for'!f*t htnt'

t,hat, eitirer.

of tfrent ![ot ,droPPed .

I know E,heY did, wirerr I

peI'rlll $s t 0li ,

H* wrl lt ' l: f 'll'ct'!l:

was orr, they

lre:, I

H:

H: We d [ .t east J<n()w r)rte

S r They droPPed some.

cir"opped sotne.

Some . One'7 'I'ert'l

E; I il+n't i{t:ol"t. You tahe Lwo planes

was sulrnter'gtitrg, ]rtrq bef ore t,he elld of
!{lieI'e t,irey wer'e #nooI r ng i:ack , Io, ktiow '

They were?

0i:, yes ,

ctropp r ng-1 f our" l:orrtlrs .

l,fr* | h 1lrlt, [hB[ !iol'

He

L,j

H:

HI
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lJWn 1ril

Hr I liactn't hear'ct qbout Llrat. Whal did tliey do?

El fllrJ-rrrarin* lay ot-tt ther'e wlth a gurr on deck, a calrnon, dlrd

tire piane came close he'd shoot,rt hirn,

Hr Lrrl you relnenrl)er anybocly specif icai}y qol shot?

5: No. Nolrody Err:t shot, 'Ihey got to stay away frout tfretrr. T'liey

!Ir-it to wal.chir:g i,liurn, and r f they clicttr't sulrmerge, they wt:ulcln' l:

go close errough l:o t,hern. They knew this was going to lrapperr, fllld
tIr,: f ir*t inciclent of l:lii,e i:egarr to happen 1.o f hern wlren the Navy
put their patrol on, You Bee, ]:ef ore we qt-tit,, Lfre Narlf rtaliir: itrlwll
lt*r'* with fi sclLladrorl, and tl"rey took over out beyond. whel'e tlre CAP

wa$. They went t,o sea, They'd go ouL fort.y to fift,y rnile*r or.

illilr'* to rea , You proha): i y knew abou I t hern ,

H : Were they PBY'S, or whati

iJr Nr-r, tii*y w*r":r flyingt elraii, loo]<ect Iihe trainers.'I'hey callect
theur the Eugar $quadron, lhat was their code name, was Sltgar', il-rri

I'11 ntrv*l'" f t:l'g*t tlreui, But i;)rey came down here and they had a

sqr-raclron of Lliem, there wa5 two of tlrent, frl'l observer, opell cocit-

[ritE, Altd tir*y crr-rL eLll'' I"a]tge clowt.r [o I rve c]]'' stx trit ies anct Lc,

gtoocl weather", oltly grrod. weather f lyirrtt before tlre enct ,lf 1f , Arrcl

liity r+c.ruid !lo t.o sea whetr t.hey wbtrt ciLIL,

H: I hacirr ' t, hear^ii that .

,51 Y**, I dorr'l:,\trow how iong it was, mayile a lnonth or two

rnorrLhs bef ore we quit,, the Navy was f lying, they wetr[ of t at
rlaytiiflrr: just Iilte we'ciid. Tirey took off at the same tllne, dawn.

dr-rd carne back abriut, Ihe sarrre t itne , T'ha[ ' * where oLl]" r.:tjr.,] (i i t],3t .t riil

!{r-rt trir;1et}i*i., 'flrat wa,*.airltlli at. thc liix[. Arrct w]ieIr 1,i.ir: Y"r,1l-.hd]'

wflE jracl t6ey'cl take ovet' tire itrsicle corlv(jy i f tli* t-r(:r:ttlt wdE tt'rt'r

I.rju{it for. t,henr to f iy, Jrecause Lirey stopped t}rem af ter they lost

if
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iiwri t tir

tSrilrr, tlre1z *lt()lJlie(-l t,hell Iiritrr tIyfflg llr Ir:rri I(-,r-ti[ !l ,-i i-rlt-{ Hi,ll-ll*1

eli.t.relllelY coi11.

H; We i i , what-. ahoul Your
I i vi ng dr-rr i trg llrat Per ioci

t*11 n'te Lii* :rtoI^Y al:rr:t-tL

carr 1e!" .

I iving condit,ions? Where viere You

of t irrte? Oh , he f ore I ttet to tlrat ,

t)re guy that iartded on t:he aircrail.

5; t-tli, ytr! , t1* Hflt iJll r-,:t-:llVOY, afiCi tlf*y al-c fcrtl It-) '::;ilqrllCs' y(-]Ll

know, wltefr l-hey ,are on collvoy. Tliey'd g'.l r'rut ':tll{i pir:l}r; Ilrr:lii i'liJ

C:ntrg llt Lrp t,[e C{]aEt ltoingt in to Norf olh, with tjre ba$e's carrier'

atrrl lfrr.ee rlestroyers , I be I i eve , wi th thettt, We JttrerE f l'tilii thx

t-rthtI' l:ax,:,: at lvloreh*aCl (liiy Iliat they we]'e conting, you know,

'Il-rey ,cl i:r"r rrg thern up tr-r Hatter-ae , atrcl we 'cl gtc' clown ancl meeI f-ir*tir

rrl- liatr-*r-a* atici e*c()r-1. 1i16n1 r-lp llrr"()ucjh l-tere, Anrl u;rltal ty Llrey'cI

,"-ir:, f i: itr 1:lfe tlI()I'II:i ljll , If 1t WAS jrr tlre lrt(irllll'l(:l they'rL llil t'lr-ri'/l't

tlrcl !te I t. heril nt'rr.i i.rt'I iirJ t. ]ie"tir rt[, lte.l.e otrct the tie>:[ 5(ll.ld(.1 ] (-)l'r wr;r11 j1.i

{jC)nle t-r11 ]rl atlil tlrey t1 go ]-rar::k (:'ll'11:. ,I'i.rey .ltacI tr: Ieave |-lr* t1:l(::(:}}. l.

.llc f ,:r.e they cou J ci L:r'eal< r'acl i c, s i I ence and 5ay they were cornl rlgt

iri, you know, T'he next bunch would go ouf and pick thern ufr and

take thent to N,rt'f olk, up to Virgirria Beach, But anyway, t'hey were

escor.ting therr )rack up titat way, Brrd uncier' Ilo cottclitiorr c:aLtld

tnry }t"*a.1,; I'n(:ti0 ,*il*rrce, at-]ci tliey qouldlr'L f)y ov€il'1-1e uollv(:)y

r-rilCler" Any COfrrir t lott, (lvei" AIly Slrf 1l ' 'l'l"rey hOCl t n lil-'1y

witliin*.-t5ey't1 cil"cle orrce in a whrle, .rl-rci lherr tIy alOrru $ltle c,'i

them. J-rrlt we drcit:'t hear atryt'liirrr't l-rr:lti liirn I r:lt'-lrr't j'i*al" irrr"/''

t-irirrEt ;thr.)ltt it. at al I , ctrrd oI (:our'se we wel'efi't expeutirlq (lrry*

tntng, r.adio, un1es.5 rre cafire ashore. If lre had tr^ouirie oI' $ollle-

llirrflf it* WC,r-t1,1 ftave CO]1ie as]ic'}r6 AnrJ tfietr Cal ied in' but not'hing

[r,rpperr€c1, &Irct therr ,.tire sist,er shlp #et]lBCl wlren utre start*cl Iti

tiu.rr .tiac:h altcl *he *qaid. he hacl J atrderl (ili the r;rar rier' flrrtl was

safe.

H ; Wlro wrrs 1: i-ra L ?
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S: 'Ihat was ftri;* guy, J 'rri tryingf llo liritilt crI hi; rrcrtili:, Far-tI !l,s;':

leiiing nre hj:, nclfiie a whrie ago,

u.tl. Thac was the Canacli.1ti i

relJ.

H, Why ,lid iie iand q:il the carrier"?

5: WeI ] he said he was naving troui;1e. Hrs rrol:or was rLu-rrrlng

]-rad, skrpping, I dorr'I know whether it was bad enough th,it he

would have had 1:o larrct it,, I gue,:s it was, But lre ,Baid lt wa,*

lrliltrll', Il was E(rnir:thir"tg h* cr:rlli,-1 lrave fixed if lre lra,l had it ()r'r

the grourrd, I renren:ber that . BUL the carr^ier" was wat,chi rrg lirrii
anrl h*arci liini, and tiie capt.ain pul Ied tlie rrose o1 the (:arr'rer'
into the wirrd, nothirrg said, ]rut ]ie ]<rrew wiial: t're w,:f, ar:ittrrlt i,-rl

iirj hr E*t dr-rwfr Lrl'l it, lle wd:r plafrfr itrgy (ln ::,eL1" jiltl c'l,-,vrrr 4-)t) tl.
I rxirrg Ihe air-pIane ancl taJtrrrg of f anct corling $n irt, y.:,Lr ir.r'rt-rw,

'l'h*rr wJir:ii Jt* ffat clown on r t, lhat was 1t ,

H: Tha L 's a rea I $ooci stol'y. Do yor-t retriet:rller aI'ottt wlteti t,iiat
was'/

,!i i'lr-r, I ilOrt't, It. wrlg ajrilt{t []re iatter part, f 'Cl r^aY wit]tin
the l ast two lnorrl.l'rs or 5o of ti-re base C)peI'tst-:ic,n , 'necctLlse 

)/il;11'

r-1AfI' jer',* WeI"e Cc-:ttri tr(t haC]< i:ea1; Llp r yrltl kn<:w, t,his Olle wils, hat-'

t i e*scarred ,

Hr Yau don't rernetnber the name

S : I.lo, I clon' t , But they wer'e

thr whcrie frorrl; enci of' thrs Qne

Norfoik for repa ir s.

ii i 'l'lia l, '

before.

o f tire carr" i er ?

batt 1e*scarred , I t,lri tik he sa icl

was knocked ouL . 'ilrey 'd go t ttt <f

tsa
I 've

]'8ai 111L'iI'6Etilllt rt*ry, I hacltt t
got t,o fol low that orre uP,

Z/

IIEAI-Lt L lla r-. (:Jfltr



)1lri.t ilr

talked to AllenS r Fol low tlrat otle
Watk i ns ?

up and taik t,o--have you

H; IY(J ,

ii, Ii I t'*iii,rtril-,,:r", ii,: iirl tire t::ei 1inll wtr*rr tlrey wutildrr I l*t- l-i.rrrr

r;.f f , Ancl tiiey haci to g1o llp l:lier"e aticl ctiFja;:;i-ietrriii,: r. l'r* !rl,rl):..r, 1.,r:lt,-:

il, ilpAt.t crrrr:l jrr"irtcl r1- j:.rat.:k.

H; Tlrey irad to go t(": Norfolk and disassentble
brirrg it back'?

tlre airplane to

tri.
t-r I Ynx, Yr*, ,:ir", 'I'irey v{olrlclrt'1" leL hinr f Iy it. off ot ther'r:

Hr

?,

Do yor-r know what kind of airplane iE was'i

1t was a St,rrrson. Same Eype they were t ]y1ng. Mr-rst of tlre
ones 1"hey had here hrere Voyagers, most of the orres tlrey det'e
f ly i r:tr . Sonre other" types het'e t oo , there were fi Eearnrans here . f
remember that one, because I rementber Watkins hil: tlre r;eilirrgr
Fecause he coulcln't gef off of. rL. He coulct lrave got oIf. bu[.

tiiere was a Navy reEJLrlation, you ]<now, yoLr dott't clo tl'rr:'r**'nr:rl:,i,-lH

rloes i t .

H, t,rl t.hey wor-tldrt't Iet lrini qf f . How a}:c,ul arry ,-'t-her' I it:1: lt
tncidents, amusrtlg qr otherwise, thaE occurred during lhat pel'1*
r:cl ?

5r WeIl, let's see, not too marry unusual incidetrts. I know

t,i-ral t,here were sorne,, of thern that larrderj ou tlie bear:[r. 'f'hey'r-'i

sr'e something tirey want,ed or :iolllettrirrr.J so wot"tlcl r'o] l rt lIt, vtlrlt-rlt

was str'ict ly aga"rnst legutlatron,g atrd dangerous dri her-:]';. l:t.it, 1 )1r'1r

w(-tllId rto rL. AncL clown at Ha[[eras, becaLlse a ]ot oI iiturl wa$

washing ashor-e, clead people, Germans, and sturf f I ike thal.. Itr
fact, f think the f irst Mae West t,hey got from some of t.]rat stuf f

.)'7



$wa rrn

W* cliclrr ' tdown there
iiave any Mae

&1- -n; I el;,, Lllrj

gr:t them of f

that, waslieci ashore of f of Ger'trratir Qr--
Wests .

f ira-t ones you got , that's Lire wfl/ yrrr11 llot Lhern. Yott

of bodres.

fr t Y,:s , I ltnc,w t.liey J arrded dowu ther"e atrd go[ some of f oi
bodies. The f irst oneE we ever hact, the f irst f c,ul', I Lhitr}l, I
tiv*f ,:,:rw hEI'3 CAlIle r:if Of ,lead Gennarr$ on the l:reach. But, that's
wtrat, I say, tfiey were out there Without arry pr0teCtitrn wfratB(,':Ve]"

f r-r1. a icrlr;t Ii1i*, Yt:u r*a11y acimired thert, ],lo]rody reai izes t i're

goc,cl tliey clr,1, I ttrean there's IlO way r-rf saying 11;, tt,:ClaU:r*

tli*y liacl tit.rt:.}iin!{ 1:(j f ici}it wit-ii, ;r1rr-l L }*;tir:rw tlr* (lerlrclr-tj'J ktrt,w t-lri;::,

i:r-rt they klrew tire'y lia,l radto*, at'rct i:iiey diiilr't J.:lluti'lvfi,:t[ *]B* wirtr.l

Crllril n({ ,

Hi Mrat ciid ynu itu itr yotlr slrare tirne?

5r Ran rny radio shoP,

li i Yr:tt t'Ati Yr-rt-tl' i'aci i o Shrrpr i rr Lowrr ,

5r Atrcl €tl3o I was }ieipit-rgr Jt:Ily wj'l-lr hi:l f tlirrr5t sl'rl:1t:ii.t' H*

wa* r-llrlltituf the f i 1l irig stat:ion, anci he war in the plr"tttibrng

br-rslness at that tirne, too, The f iiiil-rgt Btatiotr wa* jrlxt a ,ricl+

l inr, ,*rr I fti5d of wtrr'i<ed with hinr, We )tept the f i l I ing statrotr
goirrg. We had a )rc,y workingr itr there, atld I ]<irrd of h*lped

titAtlqllie it wlietr he was gone, and he did the ,$alne, AfiCl I r-atr ct

1.adio shop itt tLre }ack sicle, Wilh wiiat par'ts I e:ould qleC' ' LiF;': I
1-ri1r-i y(.)Li, yrltt iti-r,.,v+ l.rrtliex arici st,lrf l was 5Q liarcl Io !t:l-' y('Ll -rtl":; I

pat,ched Llp whatevel" y(ll-r c()r-r1(-1. 5r)tTrt:1. irrte;: I l"ra,:l 1:wt-r t-il llit-':*
diXt-t"ilirrtrir.x fr.,lrii Ritliitiic,ncl atrci Not^folh that would Bave lrie a tew

fr-rJreS, ancl I'c1 go Up arrcl prck LlteUi ltp, Oll t'h* ,:ide, AllC[ rt'ttf f

I ike thal:, Thaf,'s tlre ollly way 1 sqrLlld ctcr it,
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H: Wirat, were you, a tech sergeatit, or' sotrretlrirrg Iike that at tlre
t.rme?

,3: Yr,E, a1i raclro operctl.ors were technicai sergeattts, Piy pdy

was $7 per day

Hr fi7 [ret' clay, Ti:at's right, Techtriciarrs Ec,t pcrid d i t[,tle
bi L, }:et ter than Lhe rest of Lhetrr,

lJ, It wair fi7 , F'i lots gcrl- $8, I think.

Hr Regulay gr"outnr:l 1.,reopIe dicltr't get" Lraict l:hat ttrttch,

:i; I,{t-r, We irAcl SeVH}'AI ,-iitfererit**J. thinli :Xl:i ft:r}' cr (-[Ll':it'(.1 ,-,]'

solnetii r ng ,

H; $4 ut' $5, T'li* tlrree l<ey p*op1e were pi icrl:s, mecharrics and

radio operators, ractio technicians,

,! I Yilll Eir, i t wax perf ect 1y rtrlnna I t,irat Ilone ot ti:e radio n'ler)

walt"erl [o operate, I iirdn't, I irateci oper"crtil-rg. ]")rey clicl Irir-,,.

Th*y'ii ra1:her f i:i rad j os, hr-rr that 's ,what I wanled '

H: But they rracle you take your L,r-tt'n at operatitig,

,fli Y*fr, B,:Ut*):c,cly hacl Lc, clo iL, 50 we ju,Et aJterrrated iu cloirrg

it that way tCI k€ep it frotn )reirrg so nronot,orl()us,

iii Nr-rW, jr-txt a '-:.rltplrr OI genel"al cjr-texf,iorrs, Hcrw wei I clo yolt

Iiiilk tIe irase waEr *c1,r-rippect witerr iL'!l(]l: r-tlr ilr]'': at- Lji; tiiailr i-r,*xr:

at- Matit.eo I

I, I tiiirrJt v*r'y griod, vel'y wei I ec[r.rippect. I Lillnk we ]rad goocl

f ac,i I ities, ds f ar ar; f cor-tIcl Bee,

,A C:LJ



5wa t rrr

H; Wher.e dr,J you geI Lhat f aci 1it.y/ Did Lfre gover l"rllrellL iJ "lv,: .it
t-r.i yr-:r,t 7

5: l'ire goverrtgrelrt ]roul:l']rt i t . 'l'l-re qoverlllner)1. drcl, tt1: lrer e , 1-hey

I)Lri.l t l1-.

l-1 I Well. i ltrtlallL lrke y(lLlr L()oJrj at'ld yoLtr LilliL $cl l'lipnlqllrL ortd

[]ri rrgs of t]rat rr,rtur6 . Did you get- [lrem out of the Arrny'i

5: Yes. We got iI Irc..,ttt Fort Eustis.

H r But that was towarcl the tai i end of it ,

5; O)'r, yes. Weli. ail Lirc titrie thcrt we we.re lrr LIr*r,r, I Lir.Ltii<

we gc.rt. all r)ur slrpplies, raclto sLtlJplles qrr.it r-rf F'otl: El-i:rt-t,,

Norfolk.

ti: $q, ytru q,ot prrett,y weil suppliect'

$: 'I'Irey f lew Ltp t,Irer'e ancl glot 1tl . 'fhere wa$ a plarre wettt, t.tp

Ijr*re *ltrrr-ruI eve]:Y tlay.

H, )1,-,Lt I trA I ly t-itcirr' t lrave dny slior'f ages ollce you goL sLar t etl

up frere.

5: I,lo, Not, alter we got straightened out, down here ' I thin]<

ilie wlrole CAP hac't troujrie until crl'tel" we got ovel'hel.e, re'1Jly,

ti11 Lhe ]:ases got settleri down. But after we got :tn here we

cltcln't have too nluch of a pr-rlblerr' I r-lrc'lrr't stjri lilui:ln ' !!c' lr'1r't 'J

r*Ai goCrct tset-u[) here. We evel] hacl a mOSs ]raii and a c:r'rul" tct{

Jrl-e ak f as [ .

LI: J'{ovr LiraL urex,* ,,u, , , Clid tl'i*y #ervtr t,lrree llleaLs a clay oI'

two or whaL?

Zb



$wo iui

S: I don'I thin)< sO, I rlon't belreve tht]i'ci.id, l ti*vei' ,:rr.e

arrytlii rrct ]:ut l:r*alcf ast Lli*t-r:. f iraL's al l I was rtrt.er ei;1;ed 1Il,

DeCaLlSr f hat W(rLl 1Cl l:e r-tf UaI iy t:()l-ll' ()'ClOCjl; ll'r Ille ltli.)I-i'!]liil , ,rl-li-l.

lli*ti t,lt* l.ii 1r:t.s w,-'rt.t111 eat , eirrcl tlre crew# rrs t lrey callre 111 w(rt.r It.l

Hr Wlii-i ran thB r"EBt.aLlr"ar,l'l tlivi l iat:'5'?

Hr yes. Had f, lady, Mr:;. Davis, fr*re Qrl 1:lie i*1atrd, w{lt c(lt:}Jt

At1d It:iri]q uai'e crf t,]te w]roJe tlring, In fact sh'i red 'l'lie l.ost'

rjo 1()ny, t:ire yehr I was tier-e w.L t,h J'li,: L,r)sl- t^ir-r it-111y, slic 1'"'J l. ltr::

Wi-t'.liE {:ta,:l: it-r irr:t' irL)LtiJtr, Slie tr-ir"ti*<-l l-ref Iivirrq }'ooUl a}r(l tlttt.tti'..1

r"oorn atrc[ al ] tntlo ,:r rlienjs hal i arrcl her' ]q1t(:rll+ti atir-t p,ii-l- t-'I (illirl-l'r r:l'

I.r:rr:llti, Eif * har:t a Lw(:, 3[Qr'y frOuse, bi(t two sIt]l Y lrouse rrghl- clo]/ll

()* Mairr street, anrl she ser.ved. us a] I our llrealE, I ate [irIe*
lllnAlE n Clay wil:]r hrrl', ,!l-re Ee1'ved Evel'y orre of us for'$5 a week,

$5 a week.

Y*r ,jiI-, tlir** nl*aits a day, l'lie wi'rulr crctrt- i,L ilic. i,i-iijl. (ltri''r*

Ucrn YOl,.l inlarJ r tre /

Hr

I,:,t'

H:

(r:rir-l *al- i t1({ , too , pr'o}""ra}: }y

How weil do you f eet tlre base was fiian&ll€r1?

1-.1rr:i]r 1,;r-l

H:

i.
lt !

ny

Yes. It wfl,$rr'

$5 A Wrrlj'; f,lt'
t
a

tot: Lraci torr, When I came tlown irere I ]Joariterl

ro(illr atrd $5 a weeh t,i eat, (.jq:r'tlcltl'L beaf ]1 '

iJt W*il, I l*i1 Y,.,1{.,

troub l e wi t,h Wat]< i ns .

H ; Mc,,*L ]:asex ci icl , iiY

Afl*r'J rv*nt itr it
Wlrat rt was. I dorr'

t,he way.

srlvel'a i of
krrow.t

5r

I
And a lot oi the pi lot,s haci. l;r'oul.rie wilrh him' I J':trrw i1' 

'

ktiew ahoLlt i L. I heafci Lhet'': wel'e a 1ot" t:f qr 1i:"rs; ' atit:l :1{..ilr'*
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of tirerrt would get on

L know. I felt like

Swd 1rIr

Iris back, ancl

Watkitts*-we1], I

H: Don't worr"Y aj:out it
l:ad, I take rt out.

1t's rrr:L going atly PIace, If rt's

ij: I irkecl Allen. I 1-r:lI yoLl, Alletr wa; (llce Lc) rtre' I llevel

hact a rni nltte ' s t-r'ou.l:l e . He ta iked t,o ute, wl'ren Lhey La lltecl lrre

:rrLo jorpiyrg this base, I never had any pressure on me whatsoev*

eI-. Arry titne, everl One tirne I overslept, he $/45 reaily lough Oll

thenr, you ktiow, if l-hey dirin't show t-tp, oversleepirrg, artd I
over'slel:}L, arril l-re rrevel" saicl r"rne wor^cl tr: me aboltt i [, Becar-tre I
i-irrrrh ir* harl tli,: f e,:l inrl i-t* Itail LalF;*r1 tlr: itit,-r lt *ltr-i .['tti ]irr.[r1*

tr) g{), yC,r-t },;nOw, tCrr:r, lf l're'ri SAld ;ic)}lreti'rinq, Wlrf Cli .L Wt:,t-ti(-ilt'1,

|-rut Ai iefr was {oc",d t.() I0e, }le wdst -lurJt. a$ lllce l-(-) rne ,:1 ir lte ('Cir-tld

iie. I rlorr't krr<-rw, I |tevel felt regilir.ll'ltErd QI atiyr,htrrrJ wlirl': I

warr in it wtf it hilx, I f elt f i'ee t.cr tall{ to hint, ancl we drdn't:
have any, t,here wE1E l-r' t any rarlk orl LtE, y(rtl hltow I ik* l-1,*, aE f At'

as t.lat's concerned, if. was no reqimentaLion. like it was witlt
$onte of tlrem, who got. t.o feel tl-ris way, tsr-rt Watkins did have hr*;

[ryr,:]ilenl:. T'her"e waE sorrle d,issent iorr. in t]re base. Ai ]en was ]<ittd

of fl ployi-rc;y type. I .I<tleW ]rirn bef or-e lre C:ctrlle dowir llr:I'': ' lJt: wii.#

iri (j]:'#6rt*ll,)I'u, irfrd lie rtrarriecl trrt.o ir wealthy {arni1y, 5e }'re Ilcw
all'piattes, anci sLr-ttf l ri<e Ilrat, yOr-l al l jtlr(]w ljlc]r-tl: :i.1.

H r YeB, we've rtleL theut ]ref ore.
you lcr:ow.

That wasn'L tlre same name, but

tleliutt ah,out it, arrd a iot
h*'c1 gtet on thenr. And I don'
sirouiclr-r't leIl this stuff.

Sj r Yes . ISui- I I rkertr ,h int. I got,

rL, arrd llo ProbierLts' I trever

know why, he .lust lievel' gave llle

,r I Ikiri[t to II)t:,

alorrg good with ititrt, I'l I atlrttit

lrad dny 1"rro.l..rienr wrth ltlIIt, r-trill'l-

alty, He seetned to [.r1<e k r Litl o.l

W*11, aEicle frrrtri that apparetrt,iy rt

2g

H: was run pr'etty wel l.



S; I 'd say iL was,
cierlt-.

i{ r 'I'hey rrracle t he i.r
sr"lllpose(1 to, arid Lilfl1:

I 'd Eay i t \^/as ,

$wE r rrr

I;O say it was very effi-

f i ig1ir1:s *ncl al I tl-re stLrir
;:) l: lre i:r:r11otr, i r rie .

i ike they w.:re

fr: 'i'hat',: I']glrt. 'I'iLaL's whaL I wou1,l. riay. He rall d t,rght, sirip.
I{e clid t,lrat., l-lo questiorr about it,. Arnette was a goocl opeyatit-,,1-r#
(iIfic:er', We ):ad very little radio trouble, I mean, where tlrey'<l
quit in f 1 ight, o!" anyt)ring l ike that. They would get noisy, .br-rt

wr 'el c:hECJt therr oLlt arryway, they got peri odi c checks r"egard i ess .

And we rtidrr't lrave tor: t"nr-lclr of that , excepl. 1'or- anlerrrra liroiii errrs ,

i/l;fiX of [iieni, j I o]tr] ol' tirelii went- .rlf thrl d.r] , yr.irr ll',r.w .rl.icut

wi'raL liacl iiappenerl t.o liint, r"rglrt o1:f 1:lie l,rat;, lttrreLy percelrt t)l
(tLlI- pr oI:]enis, i:ut, sorrre other t.echnical stuf f . our tr.'arrsrlrrtLers,
we didrr't, ever need it, We were in good shape. We br-ri it this
1-r';rtrxmit[e]", l.rke we ire]ped t,lrern with first, and used rt the
whole cturat,ion rot the CAP, but, we had two urore units tlrat, we

cc)u 1d have put t,ogether ,

H; Good statrd-irys

5: Tliry w*r'e layitigl ourt in par"ts, Al l we tracl to do was asserrl:le
tjre parts, receivers ancl stuf f that il're ):oys had )rrougfht rlown ancl
jr.rst Ief 1:, among themseives.

H: Wel l , what 's your
worth of what wa:i done

personal overaii evaiuation of the relative
down here?

rerrarka]rIe jobr,ii: I firrnk they drd'q

Hr t{*li, nor, they, yur-l , AII r:rf yrjlt r-iir1,

$; Bt-tl: trg far rr,* wl:at Lire CAF did, rtr)t part.icularly []ris base,
but, ttre organizatir:rn as a whole, I think was a good iclea, reillarj(-
ahle, ancl I thrnk they cljd. a goocl job c'f iL. The volurrteers, tlre
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$wa inr

people t,hat volLrnt,eered t,ireir Lirne to cio it, it arrleueci yoll E(:r

rrir-rcli, tirat tl-!ey volunteered frorn ai I kirrds of occttpaIious, uJrouL

every occupaLrorr. We h,:cl .doc:tors, poi it tctatrg, rirrr.i everyl-rotty y(:iLl

Cc-,r-tlcl itriagirr* lier e, y(:,U 'ktrow, t,iraL had voiutiLe,:re.rcl f r;r' tliis
t[:trgt, atrct Lir*y ,1t11 a wotii]er-f u] -ioji*--rto {-Ji-teELiOn ahr-ri.it that-, 'f iir:

prr[i1:rc wri I neve]' kn<;w ]tow r;Iooct L,]rey clid clo' I know they did'

I hope sotne day they' i i read a ]rook.

;;: Yes, I{e} 1 , there's sorne way you could. because atLer l-ttat we

Lrrouglrt, wel1, the generai said tr) t-ts wherr we did 1:iris, 7t)Ll j{ti(:t!{,

you shor,rJci pever te] ] anyi.rocl'y, you we]^e dorrrg llrrs, at)cl Lllen Just
i<:r'get rt.

flr Wel]- ciur'incJ that period of tinte, of course, they dicin'I want

to scare the genel'al puL;l ic by how close the war' was Qn their
ciuor'step, 5o they )<ept ever'ytiring pretty quiet '

5; Yes. We never tolcl it, And far as, Iike uE 4,3 oliel'at(r}'s, we

wer"e toiA that you clorL't repeaL it, Ait,er yoLt ]eave ttre tactrt:

r'oorn, that's it, Nobocly. ever knew. II you saw a. tiuf-'lrtflI'r'rr$,

r:lrey d a,$k you, buI nobc,dy cveJ knew,you saw orre. Ar:cl ] ttteatt Irir
yeaps, rroboqly'cl ever telI it, beCauSe ther"e wastt't any USe [tr dt)

r t . 'Iiiey saw tlrern, There ' s no quest, ion airout that . Sonre of Eherrr

sdw whales they thought v/ere subnlarines, ancl then parts of #hiF#

Lliat wel'e sunk, All in alJ. t.iraL's all. I ktrow' Dol- can t.el] yoLr

nrore about it because she was with lt al I the way t'lrrouglr, an(l

s5e was in opera[ions, s]re can give you solrle idea ol. ttow f tttr

base operatecl withilr lLself , AIl l was connected wit'h,':1s far ar

the physical operatl,orrs, was wrLlr Lire piir:Ls ancl l-ire oir pI'eIles;

and stuff.

Hr l{e'll let
r"adio pecrple

auyi:..:dy eIse.

yolr in en a littie secret,, For the most parl, the

krrew ulore abor-tt what was going on on Lhe lrase tlran

Ttrey were Pret,ty much on top of it.
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Swa trr

S: You Jrnew everyl-hirrg going on, There was trot, 111rlc5 you tnis$ect,
Tliese li1-t:1e things that came up. and t)rirrgrs that .1re

rrever nientiot'ied. odcis arrd errd.*r.

H; Wel1, I tlirr-rk we goL e good inLerview. Hverybocly has the:r.
owl) versiorr of tt,, anci you put al l Lhese together arrd yr-rr-r coll': lll-r

t+r f lr cl (:otnp l et;e ir1- ol'y .
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